
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Good News, Week 3: Front & Center 

Introduction 
What temporary storage do you use in your house? Plastic bins? A unit at another 
location? How would you categorize everything you put in these storage 
containers? 

God’s Word 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 4:5-12. Throughout this set of passages Paul is conveying a 

message of weakness and power. Clay jars are weak, vulnerable to chipping 
and breaking. But God is strong. How does God use your weaknesses to show 
his power? 

2. We are the clay jars. In verses 8 and 9, Paul speaks about the difficulties of 
being a clay jar. Pick one of these descriptions and elaborate from your own 
experience. How have you felt hard pressed, persecuted, perplexed, struck 
down? 

3. Verse 17 reads: “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” Discuss how it is possible to grow 
spiritually in the midst of momentary troubles. 

Discussion 
4. What steps do you take when you feel overwhelmed by all of life’s struggles? 

Explain how keeping an eternal perspective can help. 
5. Sometimes when people are going through a tough situation they are offered 

seemingly good advice, but it can be calloused comfort. Discuss a time when 
someone was trying to offer you comfort but it came across the wrong way. 
What are some ways to approach those who are hurting and suffering? 

6. How can you use hardships and trials you have experienced to be an 
encouragement to someone else? 

7. How would you explain to a non-believer that the troubles of this world are 
“light and momentary” when compared to eternity? What examples from 
your own life would you use to explain the importance of keeping an eternal 
perspective? 

8. Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. In what ways is your faith defined by how you 
handle hardships? What steps can you take to be able to look at hardships/
weaknesses as opportunities to rely on God’s power? 

Prayer 
Praise God for his presence in you.   
Ask him to reveal his strength in your weakness.


