
Small Group Discussion Guide 
THE WORD // How Is the Word Unorthodox? 

Introduction 
Have you ever driven through a dry and arid land/desert—Death Valley or some other 
comparable place? Describe what it was like. How would it feel to be stranded? 

Questions  
Read Isaiah 43:16-21. 
1. What historical event is being referred to by Isaiah in verses 16-17? 
2. Paraphrase verse 18. 
3. How does verse 18 relate to verse 19? 
4. Describe what you think about when you hear “wilderness" or “wasteland.” 
5. In verse 20, why are the wild animals honoring God? 
6. What does “wilderness,” as a metaphor, refer to? 
7. What does “drink” refer to? 
8. What does it look like as a Christian to live in the wilderness or wasteland? What 

parts of our life would we call dry and arid? 
9. How does God give us drink in the wilderness?  
10. Everyone has a thirst (for fame, love, applause, wealth, security, peace, 

excitement). What are you thirsty for? 
11. What was the woman in John 4 thirsty for? 
12. The end goal for this text is listed in verse 21. What is that end goal?  
13. Take a few minutes and make a specific list of two or three things per person for 

which you can praise God. (Example: I praise God that he is always at peace, even 
when the politics of our world are chaotic and hatred is congealed in the hearts of 
people.) 

Prayer 
Almighty God, how you can know us so completely and still love us to the end is a 
grand mystery. Yet you give us ample scriptures to help us unpack these two truths. 
You know our sin and you have forgiven us through the sacrificial death of your perfect 
Son. Engage our hearts so that we see and experience your love for us. Make us whole 
again, renewed for right living. We want to engage your truth today—let your Spirit rest 
on us and fill us with your life-giving truth. 
In Jesus’ glorious name we ask this,  
Amen. 


