
Small Group Discussion Guide 
GOD ON DISPLAY // Part 6: His Presence 

Introduction 

If you could pick one person in all of human history to visit with, who would it be? Why? 

Questions  
Read Judges 13:6-24. 
1. When you think of God being present with you, what does that mean to you? What 

scriptures do you rely on to encourage you with God’s presence? 
2. Are you ever afraid to be in the presence of God? In what ways and for what reasons? 
3. The word in verse 6 that is translated “awesome” is often defined as “causing fear” or 

“reverence” or “awe.” What type of person would cause you to fear or cause reverence 
and awe? 

4. In verse 8, what stands out about Manoah’s prayer? 
5. How might that be a good prayer for parents? How might that be a good prayer for 

anyone who in a position to help others mature physically, emotionally, or spiritually? 
6. Read verse 13. Talk about the principle that is stated there. What is it? How might our life 

be enhanced if we more fully applied this principle? In what areas of our life are we 
reluctant or uninformed about God’s direction (see also Matthew 28:20)? 

7. Compare the purpose of verse 13 with the role of grace (undeserved love from God). 
How does grace help with obedience? What does fear do with obedience? 

8. Verse 16 speaks about the “angel of the LORD” which is the pre-incarnate Christ. This is 
Jesus before he was Jesus. What does this show us about God wanting to be with his 
people? 

9. What is it about a burnt offering that makes God’s presence with Manoah and his wife 
acceptable? (“…But,” he [the LORD] said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see 
me and live.” // Exodus 33:20) 

10. The New Testament equivalent of a burnt offering is the total consumption of a life as 
seen when Jesus’ life was consumed on the cross. How does the cross help us 
understand God’s ability to be in our presence and we still live (see also v. 22)? 

11. God never intended to kill Manoah or his wife, and it was the offering that prevented 
their death. Look at 1 John 1:5-10. How does 1 John 1:9 help us remain confident in 
God’s promises to be with us (in fellowship with us)? 

12. If we trusted God’s presence with us daily, how might our life and purpose in life adjust? 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your presence is guaranteed by your promise to be with us always. You are 
present in the Lord’s Supper where the sacrifice of your life is remembered. Please create in 
us a desire to be with you always and recognize your presence with us. Make us shine with 
the brightness of your Light so that the world will know you are present. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.


