
Small Group Discussion Guide 
NEHEMIAH, PART 12 // A Leader Knows the Heart 

Discussion Questions  
Read Nehemiah 13:1-11 

1. Read verses 1-3. Very few people at the time of Nehemiah would have had access 
to the Word of God outside of the worship in the Temple. What does that make 
you think about our access to the Bible today? 

2. How does the Word of God offer us course corrections for our life’s journey? 
3. How long was Nehemiah away from Jerusalem? How long has Nehemiah served 

in Jerusalem?  
4. When you think of the human heart, what comes to mind for you?  
5. As you read verses 4-9 and learn about Eliashib’s failings, what heart issue might 

he have been dealing with? 
6. What are some big challenges and concerns and issues in your own heart?  
7. Nehemiah’s big project was the rebuilding of the physical wall of Jerusalem, but 

the spiritual rebuilding of the people of Jerusalem was the bigger issue. What 
would you say are the spiritual challenges in our community? 

8. Please read Matthew 15:19-20 and Jeremiah 17:9. What do these passages make 
you think about the condition of the human heart?  

9. What truth about Jesus and his heart-condition gives you great comfort?  
10. How does Jesus become the good news for us in this study? 
11. What will you pray about today now that you have explored this topic? 

Prayer 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always ready to hear us when we pray. We ask 
that you would plant in us the desire to know you more and love you according to 
what you deserve. Scriptures says that you are the truest form of beauty and wisdom 
and love. Help us to see you as you are and treasure you in our hearts. Let your grace 
be real and profound in our experience of you. Forgive us when we err; relieve our 
burdened conscience, and give us those good things for which we are not worthy to 
ask. We understand that you listen to our prayers and will answer our prayer because 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Thank you for this privilege! Amen.


