
Small Group Discussion Guide 
VALUES // We stand for outward focus. 

Discussion Questions  

Read Acts 8:26-40. 
1. Name one of the items on your bucket list and why it’s there. 
2. This value is number five in the list: OUTWARD FOCUS. Define the word, “outward” 

and the word, “focus” by using synonyms. 
3. Who is “in” if we are to be OUTward-FOCUSed? Who fits the picture of “out”? 
4. Discuss the description of the man whom Philip meets in verse 27. 
5. According to the book of Deuteronomy, this man was considered “cut off” from 

closely engaging with the Jewish people. What makes someone feel “cut off” in our 
21st century culture? 

6. How can we raise our awareness to see and focus on those who are cut off from 
Christ or the Christian church? 

7. When you hear that the first century church was also reluctant to get out and fulfill 
the Great Commission, what is your reaction? Does this surprise you? 

8. How do you think Philip felt as he was approaching this man of a much higher status 
than him? Or was there something else about the man that may have challenged 
Philip? 

9. Verse 39 says the man went on his way rejoicing. How might that inspire us in being 
outward focused? 

10. What if the Holy Spirit came to you and nudged you toward another person who was 
spiritually or physically or ethnically different than you? How would you initially 
react? 

11. What will you pray for today in order to begin and remain an outward-focused 
disciple of Jesus? 

Next Step Question 

What’s my next step in standing for outward focus? 

Prayer 

Holy Spirit, today and always we rely on your phenomenal power and conviction for 
every human heart and especially for all of us gathered in Jesus’ name today. Urge us on 
to make strong human connections with those who are outside the circle of the Christian 
faith. Make us willing to engage those who differ in culture, who differ in their beliefs and 
values, who differ in their convictions and morals, who differ even in dress and language. 
Remind us of how Jesus sought us out and won our place in the Father’s eternal family. 
Remind us how we fought against knowing and believing your truth. Remind us that our 
hearts were won by the faithful and enduring love of the One True God, Jesus Christ. 
Jesus lives and reigns with you and the Heavenly Father, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.


