
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Grateful: Week 1: Grateful that God is Our Defender 

Introduction 
As a child, what defined “suffering” for you? Is this different as an adult?  

God’s Word  
Read Daniel 3:1-28 
1. What brought Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego into this difficult situation 

(see v. 1-15)? 
2. What was the motive behind the accusation(v. 8–12)? 
3. Why was the king so angry (v. 13–15)? 
4. What is the king claiming at the end of verse 15? 
5. Explain the confidence that these three have as seen in verse 17. 
6. When you read verse 18, do you see anything challenging about their words? 

Discussion  
7. Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego acknowledged the uncertainty of God’s 

actions (v. 17-18). Why do you think they were not complaining to God about 
their situation? 

8. What impact did their display of faith (v. 19-22) initially have on the king?   
9. Chapters 1 and 2 of Daniel list other challenges that these three faced, and 

they had their friend Daniel with them. Explain the benefits of having a friend 
with you in hard times (be specific). 

10. Daniel was not with these three in Chapter 3 (serving in another area). Do you 
see any challenges that might arise when a strong and steady friend/parent/
mentor is not around? 

11. In the end, God does defend them from the flames. Explain your thoughts and 
feelings if God had let them perish? Could God still be called their “Defender”? 
Why or why not? 

12. How would your prayer life be different if you knew that you would have to 
face a similar trial to that of the Fiery Furnace? 

Prayer 
Dear God, our Defender, the greatest desire of our soul is to know you better and 
better. Daniel 3 gives us an image of you as a defender. We are thankful for how 
you defended us before the holy and righteous Judge of all. We thank you that 
you suffered the fires of God’s holy justice for us so that we could realize that 
every suffering we will now endure is only for our good. Draw near to us, Lord. 
Give us faith to trust you when things work well and even when they don’t go as 
planned. Increase our faith. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


