
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Grateful: Week 4: Grateful for the Son of Man 

Introduction 
Discuss your reaction to the following quote: “Fear comes from uncertainty.” -
William Congreve 

God’s Word  
Read Daniel 7:1-14. As you answer these questions, be willing to look into each of them 
for more than just short, textbook answers. This is an opportunity to search out what 
God is trying to teach us about Jesus. 
1. Who is the Ancient of Days? 
2. How is he described? 
3. How is the Son of Man (“one like a son of man”) described in verse 13? 
4. The “Son of Man” is a term the Jews would have understood to mean God. 

But it also means that this individual is human. What do those two 
distinctions (divine and human) mean to you when you hear that Jesus is the 
Son of Man? 

5. What do you learn about the Son of Man and his work? 
6. What is important about the sequence of events in verses 13-14? 

Discussion  
7. The first 12 verses of Daniel 7 speak about four human kingdoms and their 

earthbound kings using figurative language. Why do you think all the kings 
and kingdoms of the world are pictured as beasts but Christ looks like a son of 
man? 

8. A king or ruler is only as strong as God allows him to be (see Daniel 7:17-18). 
Discuss how that affects your attitude toward current national rulers. What 
types of prayers would God like us to make for our rulers (see 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
and 1 Peter 2:17)? 

9. How does focusing on Jesus give us hope in times of uncertainty? (see 
Matthew 14:27) 

Prayer 
Dear God, we can easily have a pessimistic view of life’s present challenges and 
the growth of evil. Remind us that this life, with all its brokenness and all its 
denatured ways, is passing away. Remind us that your kingdom lasts forever. Give 
us confidence to live well here knowing that we will live forever in the realm of 
your kingdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


